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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EC, EINV, ENGR 

SUBJECT: PETROLEUM: ADA CASE 

REF: STATE 178172 

LIAM PLEASED THAT LASSITER IS WILLING TO CONSIDER FACE-TO- 
FACE PRESENTATION OF ADA'S VIEWS AND CONCERNS IN QUITO. THIS 
IS THE INDISPENSABLE NEXT STEP. IT IS HIGHLY UNDESIRABLE TO DEPEND 
ON FILTERS'' IN COMMUNICATIONS WITH COMMISSION OR WITH PRESIDENT 
RODRIGUEZ LARA. (FYI. IT IS IN FACT POSSIBLE THAT ADA HAS 
PLACED UNDUE RELIANCE ON JARRIN AND ON JARRIN AND HIS AD- 
VISERS AS INFORMATION "FILTERS." AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, CABEZAS 
AND ARAUZ HAVE STRONG LEFT WING INCLINATIONS AND CONNECTIONS. 
WE DO NOT DISMISS THE POSSIBILITY THAT SOME MINISTRY NATURAL 
RESOURCES OFFICIALS WOULD FOR THEIR OWN POLITICAL MOTIVES LIKE 
TO SEE PRESIDENTIAL DECISION TO COMPENSATE ADA COME TO A BAD 
END.) 

2. AS SCENARIO, I RECOMMEND THAT ADA PRINCIPALS OR 

LOCAL REP PROMPTLY AND FORMALLY REQUEST AN URGENT MEETING 
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OF THE COMMISSION WITH ADA NEGOTIATOR(S). IF THIS REQUEST 
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IS NOT GRANTED WITHIN A RESONABLY SHORT INTERVAL, I WILL 
DIRECTLY SUPPORT THE REQUEST AT THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL 
INCLUDING THE HIGHEST. IT IS IMPORTANT, HOWEVER, THAT THE REQUEST 
FOR THE MEETING COME FROM ADA: THE USG SHOULD NOT APPEAR IN THE 
FIRST INSTANCE TO BE TAKING A LEADING AND WHAT COULD BE 
PERCEIVED AS AS INTERVENTIONIST ROLE BEFORE THE TWO SIDES HAVE 
ENTERED INTO SERIOUS TALKS IN THE COMMISSION FORUM. 

3. 1 QUESTION THE WISDOM OF SEEKING INDIVIDUAL APPOINT 
MENTS WITH MEMBERS PRIOR TO THE MEETING WITH THE COMMISSION. 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, IT COULD RAISE UNNECESSARY SUSPICIONS AMONG 
THE MEMBERS. ADA SHOULD EVALUATE DESIRABILITY AND NEED FOR IN 
DIVIDUAL MEETINGS WITH MEMBERS AND/OR POSSIBLY WITH PRESIDENT 
RODRIGUEZ LARA AFTER MEETING OR MEETINGS WITH COMMISSION. WE WILL 
ADVISE AND ASSIST ADA IN THIS MATTER AS APPROPRIATE. 

4. PLEASE INFORM ADA REACTION AND THE NAMES OF NEGOTIATOR(S). 
REQUEST THEY CONTACT EMBASSY AFTER ARRIVAL IN QUITO. BREWSTER 
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